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Colonel Michael Erlandson graduated from Shippensburg 
University of Pennsylvania in 2000 and enlisted in the Army in 
2002. Mike is a native of Colorado Springs and received his 
commission as an Infantry Officer from Officer Candidate 
School in 2003. His assignments include four combat tours in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and one operational tour in Jordan, 
Kuwait, and Syria. He is a graduate of the Infantry Officer 
Courses, Airborne, Air Assault, Pathfinder, Ranger School, 
Command and General Staff College and the U.S. Army War 
College. 
 
Prior to his current assignment with USNORTHCOM, he was 
assigned to the Joint Staff, where he served as an Emergency 
Actions Officer in the J3. Mike’s previous non-command 
assignments include service as an Infantry Platoon Leader, Rifle 
Company Executive Officer, and Logistics Officer, 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault); Ranger Instructor, 6th Airborne Ranger Training Battalion; Military 
Assistant, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy; Military Assistant, Office of the Secretary 
of the Army, Pentagon, Virginia; Operations and Regimental Executive Officer, 3rd U.S. 
Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) in Fort Myer, VA; Executive Officer, ISAF Chief of Staff 
for Operations, Kabul, Afghanistan. 

His command assignments include, Commander, C Company, 6th Airborne Ranger 
Training Battalion, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida; Commander, B Company and later 
Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, Fort 
Carson, Colorado; and 1st Battalion, 68th Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry 
Division, Fort Carson, Colorado. 

Colonel Erlandson holds a Master of Business Administration from the University of Auburn, 
a Master of Public Policy from Georgetown University, and a Master of Strategic Studies 
from the U.S. Army War College. His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star, the 
Purple Heart, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, OIF 
and OEF Campaign Medals, the Parachutist Badge, the Air Assault Badge, the Combat and 
Expert Infantryman Badge and the Ranger Tab. 
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