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Colonel Sherman C. Watson Jr. enlisted in the U.S. Army in 
1997 as a Supply Specialist and served in the Alabama 
National Guard  before he received his commission from 
Auburn University Montgomery in May 2001 as a Second 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Field Artillery and earned a 
Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree. He also holds a Master of Arts 
in Management from Wester University, a Master of Military 
Operations Art and Science from the School of Advanced 
Military Studies (SAMS), and a Master of Strategic Studies 
from the United States Army War College.  
 
Col. Watson’s first duty assignment was 2nd Battalion, 18th Field 
Artillery, 212th Fires Brigade, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, as a Platoon 
Leader. He deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 
2003. His follow-on assignment was 4th Battalion, 27th Field 
Artillery, 4th Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Bliss, Texas, 
where he commanded Bravo Battery and conducted operations forward deployed to 
Mosul, Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom from 2006-2008. He later served as a 
Task Force Fire Support Observer Controller, Operations Group Rotational Exercise 
Planner, and Operations Group Chief of Plans with the Joint Multinational Readiness 
Center, Hohenfels, Germany. From 2013-2014, Colonel Watson was assigned as an 
Operational Planner at ISAF Joint Command (IJC) CJ35 Future Operations, Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Upon redeployment he was assigned to 1st Armored Division, where he 
served as the Battalion Operations Officer for 4th Battalion, 27th Field Artillery Division, 
and Brigade Executive Officer for 1st Armored Division Artillery.   
 
In 2016, Col. Watson was assigned to 25th Infantry Division Headquarters, Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii, where he served as a Division Headquarters Planner, G3 Future 
Operation. In 2017, Col. Watson served as the Secretary for the General Staff (SGS) 
Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR), Iraq/Syria. He then commanded 2nd Battalion, 82nd 
Field Artillery, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas from 
May 2018-June 2020. He then served as a Senior Army Instructor at Army Joint 
Support Team Hurlburt Field, Florida from June 2020-June 2021, before serving as a 
Professor of Military Science at Tuskegee University from June 2021-June 2022. His 
most recent assignment was as the Chief of Fires for V Corps Headquarters, Fort Knox, 
Kentucky.   
 
Col. Watson’s awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal (1 OLC), the 
Meritorious Service Medal (3 OLC), Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Army 
Commendation Medal (4 OLC), the Combat Action Badge, and the Parachutist Badge.   
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